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A II11;II miDAIID 1$ MAIITAIIIII 


The North Shore Country Day School has made a distinguished 
record as a college preparatory school for more than a quarter of a 
century. Over ninety per cent of its graduates enter directly the eastern 
and western men's and women's colleges. During the past decade, The 
North Shore Country Day School has prepared more boys and girls 
for the examinations of the College Entrance Examining Board than any 
other school in the Chicago area. Numerous of its graduates have been 
the winners of National and Regional Scholarships to such colleges 
as Harvard, Yale, Smith, Vassar, and Bryn Mawr. The marked success 
of its graduates during their college years is evidence of the sound 
preparation they have received. 

The cause of this outstanding achievement lies not alone in a strong 
faculty, but also in a basic training in good study habits and an atmos¬ 
phere which arouses interest in the various subjects. The emphasis in 
all classrooms is upon bringing boys and girls to a mature attitude 
of responsibility toward their work. As the pupil advances in the Upper 
School, an increasing amount of his work takes the form of individual 
projects of reading and research and long-time units of study. By senior 
year it is expected that all will have reached the point where the hob¬ 
bling, day-by-day "lesson-learning" habits of the earlier years will have 
been supplanted by initiative and vigor in carrying out large-scale study 
plans. Through the activities of the Headmaster and the Deans the 
school has always maintained close relations with the colleges which 
its graduates attend. The experiences of its more than eight hundred 
graduates who have been admitted to colleges have formed a basis for 
constant check upon the quality of college preparation the school offers. 










ORGANIZATION 


The North Shore Country Day School was or¬ 
ganized in 1919 under the Illinois Not For Profit 
Corporation Act. The parents of pupils constitute 
the greater part of the members of the corporation 
and the officers and directors are chosen from 
amongst them to carry on the business of the enter¬ 
prise. Since the cost of operation is shared by the 
parents through tuition payments there is no sub¬ 
stantial endowment income. 

The educational policies of the school are under 
the direction of Perry Dunlap Smith who has been 
Headmaster from the beginning and whose vigorous 
and independent educational leadership has de¬ 
veloped the school into one of the outstanding day 
schools of the country. 

North Shore is limited in enrollment to 375 boys 
and girls and hps a faculty of 37 men and women. 
The school comprises three divisions: the Lower 
School, which includes junior kindergarten through 
fifth grade, with an enrollment of approximately 
135; the Middle School, which includes sixth, 
seventh, and eighth grades, with an enrollment of 
approximately 80; and the Upper School which in¬ 
cludes ninth, tenth, eleventh, and twelfth grades, 
with an enrollment of approximately 160. 

Creative activity is encouraged 
throughout the school 
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I AND PROGRAM 


The orchestra is but one of the many activities of the music department 


Each school has its own faculty, buildings, and administrative officers. 
Homogeneity is maintained, however, by exchange use of specialists in the 
various schools, the daily meeting of the whole school in assembly, and the 
common celebrations of such festivals as Hallowe'en, Thanksgiving, Christmas, 
Valentine's Day, and May Day. 

The program of each school is organized with reference to the needs of 
the age level which it serves. But throughout the school there is emphasis 
upon physical development, art, the crafts, music, and drama. 

The social development of boys and girls is regarded by North Shore 
as a fundamental aspect of individual development. A broad range of 
group activity is provided at all levels. Sports, dramatics, informal play, 
construction, square and aesthetic dancing, publications, and many other 
types of cooperative activity have as much place in the curriculum as do the 
usual academic subjects. The boys and girls learn to get along with each 
other not only by the accident of association but also with the assistance of 
understanding guidance. 
























PLAIT AMI 

The North Shore Country Day School is located in the southern part of 
Winnetka on a beautiful sixteen-acre campus. Part of the campus is a 
wooded hillside which in all seasons of the year provides an attractive 
setting for informal activity. The remainder of the campus provides ample 
space for football, baseball, and hockey fields. 

Gifts of friends have gradually enlarged the plant until the school is 
now housed in eight buildings which provide numerous shops, studios, labo¬ 
ratories, and classrooms. The Upper School, the Middle School, and the 
Lower School, each has its separate building. In addition there are an 
auditorium, seating five hundred and well equipped for dramatic productions, 
two gymnasiums, and an administration building. 

Altogether buildings and grounds represent an investment of over 

$850,000. 


A corner of one of the well-equipped laboratories 















EQUIPMENT 
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THE UPPER SCHOOL CURRICULUM 


The academic curriculum of the Upper School not only meets the most 
exacting college entrance requirements, but in most instances exceeds them. 

The foreign languages are taught by Europeans to whom the languages 
are native. Throughout the Upper School the modern language classes are 
conducted in the language being taught. The four-year courses in French 
and German enable the graduate to pass off the college language reading 
requirement without further language courses. In 1941 Spanish was added 
to the program. 

Aeronautics, Biology, Chemistry, and Physics form the science cur¬ 
riculum. These are much more than textbook and laboratory manual courses. 
Numerous field trips and individual investigations bring the students into 
contact with the application of scientific principles in life and develop a 
sense of scientific method. 

The four-year course in Mathematics supplemented by the study of 
logic and by field work gives the student a sense of the functions of mathe¬ 
matical abstractions. 

The courses in Ancient, World, European, and American History not 
only cover, as thoroughly as possible in high school, the areas studied, but 
seek always to help the student perceive the problems of his own day. The 
courses foster the spirit of independent investigation and thought through 
research projects and discussions of social and economic problems. 

Four years of Latin are offered. In its earlier stages, the study of Latin 
is used to inculcate a sense of grammar and to develop the background for 
a broad English vocabulary. In the later years the approach is literary. 
Virgil and Cicero are but minima in the course, a wide range of Latin authors 
being studied. 

The English study is based upon the classics of English and American 
literature supported by a broad reading program. Grammar, vocabulary, 
reading technique, and composition are fundamental in the course. 

The Art and Music Majors include both appreciation and composition 
and have been accepted for college admissions. 

Through the classes in Health Education and Personal Standards, which 
meet once a week in small groups with the Headmaster, all have an oppor¬ 
tunity to understand the problems of their own physical, emotional, and 
social development. 








UPPER 


UPPER SCHOOL FACULTY 

At The North Shore Country Day School, there is a high ratio of teachers 
to pupils. For one hundred and sixty pupils in the Upper School there are 
twenty teachers, ten of them men. All teachers are college graduates, most 
of them hold either master's or doctor's degrees in the field in which they are 
teaching. The average teaching experience is fifteen years and the aver¬ 
age time with The North Shore Country Day School has been ten years. 

Because of the high ratio of teachers to pupils, classes are relatively small 
and teachers have ample time to work with individual pupils. 

Close association between teachers and pupils is a characteristic of the 
school. Each teacher not only is an advisor to some student activity but also 
is accustomed to taking informal part in student entertainments and productions 
or in the sports program. Out of this friendly contact comes a high order of 
discipline based upon mutual understanding and fair play. 
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Deans and advisors assist 
the individual in planning 
his program 

































Conferences are frequent in all subjects 






















UPPER 

('O-EIIVCATIOH 

The Upper School has a carefully organized 
program of co-education. In most schools the 
word co-education means merely that boys and 
girls attend the same school. At North Shore 
Country Day School co-education means a defi¬ 
nite organization of the curriculum and social 
life of the school to meet the needs of boys and 
girls. In Dunlap Hall, the Upper School build¬ 
ing, the boys' home rooms are on a floor sepa¬ 
rate from those of the girls. In various subjects 
—for instance, freshman English and the three 
years of mathematics—the boys and girls are 
in separate sections. They are together, how- 


Boys' section in mathematics 


Boys and girls work together in Study Hall 

































SCHOOL 


ever, in most subjects of the junior year and 
all subjects of the senior year. These provisions 
have been worked out on the basis that, during 
the high school years, each sex needs the asso¬ 
ciation of the other but, also, wants to be certain 
in the knowledge that it can retreat into the se¬ 
curity of association with its own kind for con¬ 
siderable periods. As a result each group 
develops the spirit toward work and play that 
is characteristic of a strong boys' or girls' 
school and at the same time avoids developing 
artificial attitudes toward social life and the 
opposite sex. 


Girls' section in Latin 
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Advanced modern language classes include both boys and girls 





















































UPPER 


STUDENT ACTIVITIES 

i 


Those activities which in many schools are referred to as "extra-curricular" 
are at The North Shore Country Day School a vital part of the educational 
program. The school aims to have all its pupils enjoy the developmental 
opportunities of these activities. Because of its limited enrollment this aim 
has largely been realized. 

Ease of speech and bearing before an audience are developed in the 
daily assembly programs. The whole Upper School participates in the dra¬ 
matics program through such enterprises as the opera, the junior and senior 
plays, the daily assemblies, and the vaudeville. Numerous opportunities for 
executive experience are afforded by the social program, the student govern¬ 
ment, and student publications. In the joint committees of students and 
teachers which work upon problems relating to the whole school, and the 
numerous student government committees which have active responsibility 
in the school life, pupils have the experience of working out real problems 
in human relations. 

Teachers and pupils are one in maintaining an atmosphere which pre¬ 
vents the aggrandizement of the few at the expense of the many, with the 
result that there is a wide distribution of responsible positions in the student 
body and a deep sense of co-operation. 



Music, shop, and art co-operate to produce the annual opera 













SCHOOL 


Student committees are a vital part of the educational program 



Underclassmen take elementary aeronautics 
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A TEAM FOR EVERY ROY 


The North Shore Country Day School maintains a broad athletic program. 
Varsity sports for boys include football, basketball, and baseball in which 
regular fall, winter, and spring schedules are played with other schools 
in the Chicago area. As participants in the Private Schools League of 
Chicago, North Shore teams have been distinguished for their success, skill, 
sportsmanship, and high morale. 

The strength of team play at North Shore Country Day School is due to 
the fundamentally broad athletic program of the school. In line with the 
school s belief in the development of co-operative attitudes, team play is 
emphasized from the sixth grade through the Upper School. Every boy in the 
Middle and the Upper Schools is a member of a team which plays an inter¬ 
scholastic schedule adjusted to the capacities of his age and weight level. 
The activities of each of these teams are as much a concern to the entire 
student body as are those of the varsity. 


The Varsity is but one of the several football squads 








Team play develops co-operative attitudes 
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PLAY IS 


Important as interscholastic ath¬ 
letics are in the life of the school, 
they form but a small part of the 
physical education program. The 
school is committed to the philoso¬ 
phy that physical exercise and play 
are fundamental to the growth and 
health of every boy and girl. The 
two gymnasiums are in use nearly 
every period of the day for dancing 
and informal games such as bad¬ 
minton, ping pong, and many others. 





















SCHOOL 


FUNDAMENTAL TO GROWTH 


I 
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Since the school aims also to develop a habit of pleasure in physical ex¬ 
ercise which it is hoped will be life long, it encourages the development of 
interest and skill in all forms of sport. 

An essential part of the health and physical education program is the 
physical examination undergone twice a year at the school. The examinations 
are conducted by the school physician with the assistance of the physical 
education staff. Bad posture and poor muscular development are treated in 
corrective classes. 

At all seasons of the year the several acres of playing fields are busy 
places. In October, football, hockey, and soccer games may be played 
simultaneously. In the winter months the school maintains a supervised 
outdoor skating rink. April and May find the two hard ball diamonds and 
the five soft ball diamonds in almost constant use. 








UPPER 



ATHLETICS DEVELOP 
(■RACE AM) POISE 

The'strength of the athletic program is not 
confined to the activities of the boys' teams. 
The same characteristics appear in the girls' 
athletics. While the girls' program is not as 
strenuous as that of the boys, it does rise to a 
peak of team play in field hockey. In this 
sport the same broad policy of teams at every 
age level in the Middle and the Upper Schools 
is followed. The four field hockey teams play 
interscholastic schedules in which they have 
maintained a consistently high level of achieve¬ 
ment. 



A large campus provides ample 
opportunity for out-of-door play 











SCHOOL 



After the hockey season the girls may elect basketball 
or individual sports such as skating, tennis, and riding. 












THE MIDDLE SCHOOL- 

SIXTH, SEVENTH,AND EIGHTH GRADES 


The Middle School at North Shore is closely integrated with the Upper 
School. Developed with the thought that in most school systems the gap 
between the grammar grades and high school is great, the sixth, seventh, 
and eighth grades at North Shore concentrate on training in study habits. By 
means of a strong infusion of instructors from the Upper School who teach 
such subjects as English and Latin grammar and the French and German 
languages, the Middle School boys and girls learn the techniques of study 
which are needed for success in high school. 

Yet the Middle School has an entity and program of its own. It is 
administered by a staff which devotes full time to its life and problems. In 
addition to the pre-high school' courses, the Middle School offers a rich 
curriculum in literature, arithmetic, natural science, social studies, art, shop, 
drama, and music. Its methods and atmosphere encourage initiative, re¬ 
sponsibility, spontaneity, and resourcefulness. 


















The vitality of the Middle School arises from the fact that it permits 
eleven, twelve, and thirteen year old boys and girls to have a life and 
program suited to their needs. Housed in its own building, Eliot Hall, it is a 
self-contained unit. It has an active student government and a well devel¬ 
oped committee system which permit all to share in the responsibilities and 
planning of their school life. It has a daily physical education program and 
a series of teams for both boys and girls which engage in scheduled games 
with other schools. 

In addition to the force of its own entity, the Middle School enjoys the 
stimulus that comes from belonging to a larger organization. It presents 
assembly programs for the whole school and attends assembly programs 
presented by the Upper School. It has general duties such as administration of 
the bicycle ordinance and custody of the national flag. The Middle School 
boys and girls find a wholesome example in the activities of the older boys 
and girls of the Upper School. 










MIDDLE 



EXPERIEIICE 

TEACHES 

When initiative is encouraged 
constructive thinking occurs 


Cooperative work follows 
cooperative planning 


Where responsibility is felt 
tasks are completed 


In appraisal of efforts 
real lessons are learned 
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Every boy and girl in the Middle 
School participates in the program of 
team play. Contests are scheduled 
with other grammar schools in foot¬ 
ball, field hockey, basketball, and 
baseball. There are two daily play pe¬ 
riods, one in the morning and one in the 
afternoon. The morning period is de¬ 
voted to informal group play while the 
afternoon period is given over to the 
teams of the season or to those sports 
for which the individual has signed with 
the physical education department. 
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Science is an elective 
in Seventh and Eighth 
Grades 




























THE LOWER SCHOOL — 
klKIIERUARTEN THKOUCII FIFTH IIIIHIE 

The North Shore Country Day School offers a Lower School planned to 
meet the needs of growing children. Under the direction of a well-trained and 
experienced faculty a carefully organized program of work, rest, and play 
provides children an interesting and varied school day free from over- 
stimulation. 

The life of each grade centers in a series of projects which not only awaken 
a broad range of intellectual and social interests, but emphasize the develop¬ 
ment of initiative and responsibility. In well-equipped studios and shops, 
excellent teachers of crafts, drama, music, and art extend the scope of indi¬ 
vidual and grade activities. Th,e children get a sense of belonging to and 
participating in a larger social and cultural community from excursions to 
places of meaning in connection with their work, daily assemblies in which 
they exchange ideas with members of the other grades, and frequent friendly 
contacts in work and play with the older boys and girls. 


Simple skills come first 













A home-like atmosphere 
permeates each room 


Field trips furnish 
material for home 
room work 


Ideas developed in 
class stimulate ex¬ 
pression in the studio 
























LOWER SCHOOL 

THE SKILLS 


A good deal of nonsense has been written and said about the training 
in reading, writing, and arithmetic in "progressive" schools. The North 
Shore Country Day School is vitally concerned with the teaching of these 
skills. In line with the best of modern thought and practice the staff of The 
North Shore Country Day School thinks that individual "readiness" is of para¬ 
mount importance in acquiring the skills. "Readiness" is indicated by physi¬ 
cal and emotional factors. These differ with the individual. 

The school has a carefully developed program of training in reading, 
writing, spelling, speech, and arithmetic. In its initial stages the program con¬ 
sists of helping the child to develop not only the motor coordinations neces¬ 
sary before he can begin to learn complicated techniques, but also good 
attitudes toward the skills to be learned. Only when readiness is complete 
does instruction begin. The instruction then continues both formally and 
informally throughout the school. Daily periods are devoted to reading, 
writing, and arithmetic from the second grade on up. And what is of more 
importance in the education of the child, the skills are developed and utilized 
in the wide variety of real situations which the daily school life affords. 
Special instruction is provided in the Lower School for those individuals who 
need extra help in mastering the techniques. 



Each grade has 
daily reading 
periods 


Home room projects 
motivate learning 
























The Kindergarten gets ready tor a party 


The Kindergarten builds a train 













































THE 

BOARDING 

DEPARTMENT 


The boarding home for boys in Leicester Hall is a valuable adjunct to 
the School. Not only does the Boarding Department permit boys whose 
families have moved to other communities to remain with us for the com¬ 
pletion of their high school careers, but it draws boys from other parts of 
the country. 

Leicester Hall is more than a residence: it is a real home and an educa¬ 
tional experience. In establishing Leicester Hall, the School sought to avoid 
the harsher features of dormitory life in a boarding school. The School 
therefore laid down the principle that its own Boarding Department must 
partake as far as possible of the nature of a home. Accommodations are 
provided for no more than ten boys. Provision is also made for a master 
and his wife and an assistant master. 


















The master and his wife have a fine understanding of boys. Not only 
do they keep in touch with each boy's progress in school and assist him in 
planning out his time, activities, and finances, but they make themselves 
as freely felt and available as if they were the boy's parents. Though the 
boys have a living and game room of their own, the master's study and 
library is open to them as if it were the library of their own home. 

As part of their education the boys do some of the work around the 
house. They care for the furnace, look after their rooms, and keep up the 
immediate premises. While an excellent cook presides over the kitchen and 
a maid looks after the general cleanliness of the house, the boys have suffi¬ 
cient domestic activity to give them a pride in Leicester as their home in 
which they have responsibilities, but insufficient to interfere with their normal 
healthy enjoyment of school life and work. 

Life at Leicester Hall is a good deal as though the boys were long¬ 
time residents of Winnetka. They are frequently invited to the homes of 
Winnetka families for meals and week-end entertainments. Incidentally, 
each boy is kept track of when he is absent from "The House," as Leicester 
Hall is usually called, and at night the master is waiting to turn out the 
lights or maneuver a bed-time snack from the refrigerator when the boy 
comes home. 

While the boys do not lead a dormitory or group-type of life at North 
Shore and are free to follow their own hobbies and inclinations, as they 
would at home, they frequently plan entertainments or trips together. Be¬ 
fore each school dance, for example, the boys at "The House" give their own 
dinner party. Chicago is only seventeen miles from Winnetka, and they 
make occasional excursions with the master and his wife to visit the theaters, 
concerts or museums. Each afternoon tea is served in the living-room for 
the boys and their guests. Frequent visits to the Headmaster's house, which 
is on the campus, also, are always encouraged. Some of the boys who live 
in nearby suburbs or cities may arrange to go home over the week-ends. 
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